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any business undertaken by it.” The company signed deals with Benin’s state-owned oil company, Société Nationale d’Energie Generatoire (Soneag), in 2011 to develop offshore resources off the Atlantic coast of the West African country. According to a 2010 investigation by the International Consortium of Investigative Journalists,
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funneling the money to a front company that would be controlled by Total. The deals involved ten oil fields. They were designed to share the revenues from the oil production in equal parts, with another company, Sociedad de Hidrocarburos de Occidente (Shoc), taking a third. Total held a 70 percent stake in the company.
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